questions in the United Nations organization, and it would
not be in place to anticipate that discussion here. How-
ever, the American delegation has already taken steps to
meet the proposal of the Soviet Union, and I declare that
the Soviet delegation, in its turn, is also prepared to take
steps to meet the United States delegation. We may already
affirm that agreement is possible between the proposals of
the Soviet and the American delegations. It is up to us all
to exert ourselves earnestly for the solution of this impor-
tant problem.

Not a single delegation at the General Assembly has
objected to discussing the general reduction oif armaments.
On the contrary, as you know, several delegations have
expressed their complete approval of this proposal, and
Bothers, their readiness to discuss the problem. I hope that
we shall now be able to get down to this question seriously,
and begin the solution of the problem of general reduction u
of armaments here in New York, at the present session of
the General Assembly.

With such premises, the press can contribute greatly
to this work. The press will not err in taking this impor-
tant and urgent problem close to heart. The general re-
duction of armaments, including the prohibition of the
production and use of atomic energy for military pur-
poses, is undeniably to the interests of all peace loving peo-
ples. Inasmuch as the reduction of armaments and the prohi-
bition of atomic bombs will }>e universal, no country will
be able to evade the demand for such (measures, and no
country will be in a privileged position.

Now that our common enemies have been routed, and
disarmed for long years to come, we are in a position to
set about the reduction of armaments in our own coun-
tries. That will put an end to the armament race which
has begun. We must carry out Hie general reduction of

97/1